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SITE INFORMATION ' . « 

A- Inc i d e n t Category 

CERC1A i n c i d e n t category: I n a c t i v e production fac 

E. S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n 

1. S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n 

The S i t e i s s i t u a t e d w i t h i n the 20-acre State Str 
I n d u s t r i a l Park. located between State Street and 
Arthur K i l l , m Perth Amboy: New Jersey. 

The s i t e i s a former metal smel t i n g / p a i n t manufac 
f a c i l i t y , owned and operated by the National lead 
Company (now NL I n d u s t r i e s ) from about 1S2S u n t i l 
•January 1979. Ir. the course of i t s operations. 



N a t i o n a l Lead used m a t e r i a l s such as l e a d , .copper, 
a r s e n i c and antimony i n i t s s m e l t i n g o p e r a t i o n s . Toe 
f a c i l i t y a ccepted l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s o f s c r a p m e t a l s and 
used b a t t e r i e s on a d a i l y b a s i s f o r i t s s m e l t i n g 
operations'. I t a l s o used l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s o f y e l l o w , 
w h i t e , and b l a c k a r s e n i c . I t s p a i n t s and pigments 
s u b s i d i a r y . Dutch Boy P a i n t s , used numerous c h e m i c a l s , 
i n c l u d i n g , b u t not l i m i t e d t o . p a i n t pigments 
c o n t a i n i n g compounds o f c o b a l t , cadmium. l e a d , c a l c i u m 
and chromium; v a r i o u s r e s i n s , and p a i n t s o l v e n t s . 

Since 1979, when NL I n d u s t r i e s s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y , the 
s i t e has been u t i l i z e d as a s m a l l i n d u s t r i a l p a r k . I t s 
c u r r e n t t e n a n t s i n c l u d e s m a l l m a n u f a c t u r i n g , s t o r a g e , 
r e c y c l i n g and t r u c k i n g b u s i n e s s e s . Many c f t h e 
b u i l d i n g s on s i t e are b e i n g used f o r a v a r i e t y o£ 
f u n c t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g a c e t y l e n e p r o d u c t i o n , f i b e r g l a s s 
t a n k c o n s t r u c t i o n and warehousing. . Other b u i l d i n g s 
appear t o be abandoned and no l o n g e r i n use. 

2. D e s c r i p t i o n of Threat 

Some o f t h e b u i l d i n g s - h o u s e a c t i v e f a c i l i t i e s , b u t many 
are abandoned., w i t h no e f f e c t i v e s e c u r i t y measures t o 
r e s f r i c t access. T r e s p a s s e r s can be exposed, by d i r e c t 
c o n t a c t , t o t h e hazardous m a t e r i a l s p r e s e n t and 
p o t e n t i a l l y expose o t h e r s t h r o u g h t h e t r a n s p o r t o f such 
m a t e r i a l s . Evidence c f t r e s p a s s e r s was.noted, 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e d u r a t i o n o f t h e s i t e assessment. Due t o 
t h e h i g h number o f flammable m a t e r i a l s l o c a t e d a t t h e 
s i t e , t h e t h r e a t o f a f i r e i s r e a l . A f i r e i n t h i s 
area may cause c h e m i c a l s t o r e a c t , c r e a t i n g a t o x i c 
plume t h a t c o u l d impact t h e environment, s u r r o u n d i n g 
b u s i n e s s e s , and r e s i d e n t s . The plume c o u l d f o r c e the 
c l o s i n g o f t h e O u t e r b r i d g e C r o s s i n g , e l i m i n a t i n g major• 
access t o S t a t e n I s l a n d . I t c o u l d t r a v e l across t h e 
A r t h u r K i l l and impact S t a t e n I s l a n d . S e v e r a l f i r e s 
have occurred, a t t h e s i t e , i n c l u d i n g one i n t h e mid 
195o's which d e s t r o y e d a major p o r t i o n o f one o f t h e 
abandoned b u i l d i n g s . The' f i r e was a t t r i b u t e d by County 
a u t h o r i t i e s t o v a n d a l i s m . 

P r e l i m i n a r y Assessment R e s u l t s 

I n -June, J u l y and August 1992, EPA and t h e T e c h n i c a l 
A s s i s t a n c e Team (TAT) p erformed a s i t e assessment a t 
t h e Custom D i s t r i b u t i o n I n d u s t r i a l Park, w h i c h i n c l u d e d 
i n v e n t o r y i n g , s a m p l i n g , and h a z c a t t i n - o f t h e c o n t e n t s . 
o f b u i l d i n g s 31-4. The b u i l d i n g s c o n t a i n e d 11 
t r a n s f o r m e r s , and over 170 drums, bags and v a r i o u s 
o t h e r c o n t a i n e r s of unknown m a t e r i a l s . The b u i l d i n g s 
were mapped i n d e t a i l so c o n t a i n e r s c o u l d be e a s i l y 
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2. Removal A c t i o n s t o Date 

Sever, samples o f m a t e r i a l r e l a t e d t o t h e owe bag-houses 
or. s i t e ( r e f e r r e d t o as EH-i and EH-2'; were c o l l e c t e d 
by TAT under t he d i r e c t i o n o f t h e OSC on February 11. 
The samples c o n s i s t e d o f f a b r i c , p a r t i c l e s f r o m ' t h e 
i n t e r i o r o f . t h e bags- and d i s c o l o r e d s o i l u n d e r l y i n g 
EH-2. ATI the samples were a n a l y z e d f o r T o t a l M e t a l s 
and' TCLP M e t a l s . The a n a l y t i c a l r e s u l t s ' i n d i c a t e d the 
presence o f l e a c h a b l e l e a d , and m e t a l s such as mercury 
and a r s e n i c i n l e v e l s - exceeding t h e RCRA- r e g u l a t o r y 
l i m i t s . 

On February 22 ERCS r e l o c a t e d t h e bag-houses and 
a s s o c i a t e d d e b r i s . The bag-houses were covered w i t h 
p l a s t i c t o prevent: p o t e n t i a l r u n o f f . On March 3. 1993 
ERCS began b u i l d i n g an e n c l o s u r e t o suppress t h e 
p o t e n t i a l m i g r a t i o n o f co n t a m i n a n t s d u r i n g t h e f u t u r e 
bag-house d i s m a n t l i n g and f a b r i c f i l t e r r emoval 
o p e r a t i o n . 

On February 24 ERCS began removing r u b b l e f r o m two p i t s 
i n B u i l d i n g 338. The f i r s t p i t was c l e a n e d and t h e 
e x t r a c t e d d e b r i s i n s p e c t e d f o r t h e presence o f 
hazardous chemicals and evidence o f a r e l e a s e . One drum 
w i t h m a t e r i a l , two emp t i e s , and t h r e e o n e - g a l l o n o r 
s m a l l e r c o n t a i n e r s were r e t r i e v e d w i t h t h e d e b r i s . 
A l s o , a p a l l e t o f 10 bags o f f u r n a c e c o a t i n g m a t e r i a l 
was found. 

D u r i n g t h e above o p e r a t i o n a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m an 
e l e c t r i c a l c o n t r a c t o r , w o r k i n g f o r ASCO, i n f o r m e d TAT 
t h a t h i s crew was b e i n g exposed t o t h e d u s t g e n e r a t e d 
by t he e x c a v a t i o n . A d d i t i o n a l l y , he r e q u e s t e d ; t o be 
b r i e f e d on t h e o p e r a t i o n and hazardous m a t e r i a l s 
i n v o l v e d . TAT i n f o r m e d t h e AST h e a l t h a n d ^ s a f e t y 
o f f i c e r , , who i n t u r n responded t o t h e person's 
q u e s t i o n s and concerns. ERCS responded by hanging 
a d d i t i o n a l t a r p s ' f r c m t h e fence' s e p a r a t i n g t h e work 
area f r o m ASCO. 

On March 4, 1993, AST' c o l l e c t e d samples 'NL 001, 002, 
003 and 004 from drums and m a t e r i a l s e x t r a c t e d f r o m t h e 
two f u r n a c e p i t s i n b u i l d i n g 38 f o r h a z c a t f i n g . 7A 
f i f t h sample o f w h i t e s o l i d m a t e r i a l was c o l l e c t e d from 
a t h i r d - p i t . H a z c a t t i n g r e s u l t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e 
ma t e r i a l s - are i n o r g a n i c s o l i d s . 

On March 9, 1993. t h e OSC d i s c o v e r e d a s u s p i c i o u s s o l i d 
m a t e r i a l • i n • v a r i o u s columns and w a i l s i n b u i l d i n g 335. 
The OSC and TAT sampled t h i s m a t e r i a l . The samples 
were numbered NL 006 and 007. F u r t h e r s c r e e n i n g o f 
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t h i s samples. as w e l l as samples ML 101 through 004, 
revealed arsenic contamination. 

\ 
0:- M ^ r 1 6 ; 1991 : TA.T ir . i A;lr ;; i.- z.i. -_- £ =. z. 
the OSC, the above l o c a t i o n s . Four IS ounce samples 
V-i-i' --Hected from each l o c a t i o n f o r TOlP/mstala 
an a l y s i s , and disposal a n a l y s i s . 

3. Enforcement 

M./A 

*egin t o dismantle t h e v baghouses, remove i t s bags, and 
encase them i n drums f i l l e d w i t h concrete 
those drums f o r d i s p o s a l . 

Storage of 

D. Key Issues 

M/'A . 

V. COST INFORMATION 

M i t i g a t i o n funding f o r t h i s s i t e has been approved i r . 
the amount of $1.2 m i l l i o n , w i t h a c e i l i n g amount of 
Si.5 m i l l i o n . To date ERCS expenditures are $54,900, 
and TAT costs t o date amount to approximately $15,800 
Exacc EPA d i r e c t cost i s 312,155. 

j 



VI DISPOSITION OF WASTE 
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